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Weriter’s Roost

by Willis Webb

Archie and Cosby
teach us
understanding

Some might not agree
“All in the Family” and
“The Bill Cosby Show” have
much in common but if you
think about it, both have a
place in the history of
improving race relations in
this country.

“All in the Family,”
which debuted as a mid-
TV-season replacement
Jan. 12, 1971, featured a
hard-nosed, bigoted blue-
collar working man and his

family.
Archie was played by the
incomparable Carroll

O’Connor, who was actual-
ly the antithesis to his TV
show character. I thought
his TV last name was an
inside joke because the
show “de-bunked” preju-
dice and racism and
showed how foolish bigots
can look.

His wife, Edith, was a
sweet, simple woman very
typical of the time in which
she grew up and was often
verbally abused by Archie.
Jean Stapleton, a fabulous
Broadway actress, played
Edith, who Archie often
told “stifle yourself,” refer-

ring to her as “dingbat.”
Frequently, Edith shamed
Archie with her sweet,
innocent manner.

Periodically the show,
which presented its last
episode April 8, 1979, is in
syndication.

No group escaped
Archie’s ill-informed criti-
cism — African Americans,
Hispanics, Jews, Irish,
Poles, Catholics, women
and on and on — but his
verbal ravings came back
to bite him in an appropri-
ate spot.

One particularly funny
and deserved comeup-
pance for Bunker came in a
show which featured the
late Sammy Davis Jr.
Archie was moonlighting
as a taxi driver and Davis,
playing himself, was a fare
for the cab.

After dropping Davis at
a hotel and going home,
Archie discovered Davis’
wallet and called to let him
know he’d found it. Davis
agrees to come to Archie’s
home to retrieve the wallet.
As he awaits Davis’ arrival,
Archie is calling all his
friends to let them know
the famous Sammy Davis
Jr. is coming to his house.

M & W Waste Management
Rural Trash Pick Up

1368 W. Hwy 84 ¢ Fairfield, TX * 903-389-7383

M & W Waste is a locally owned business specializing in local
and rural trash pickup. We feel cerlain we can adequately and
professionally, provide you with the DEPENDABLE service you deserve.

Upon Davis’ arrival,
Archie asks if there could
be a picture of the two of
them. Davis agrees and just
as the camera is about to
snap, Davis plants a kiss on
Archie’s cheek. O’Connor,
a master at facial expres-
sion and physical comedy,
did one of his famous, bug-
eyed “omigod, how'd I get
caught in this?” looks.

With the outlandish big-
oted remarks and actions,
O’Connor and the cast cre-
ated brash and daring
comedy that held bigotry
up for appropriate scorn.

“All in the Family”
spawned several other
shows.

One, “The Jeffersons,”
featured an  African
American family that

debuted as Archie’s neigh-
bors in “All in the Family.”
George Jefferson,
described as a black
Archie, was the successful
owner of a dry-cleaners
chain and became a mil-
lionaire.  George was
played by  Sherman
Hemsley, his wife by Isabel
Sanford.

Bea Arthur appeared in
several “All in the Family”
episodes and proved
enough of a hit to start
another series, “Maude,” in
which she played the cen-
tral character. Maude was
a bright and outspoken
feminist (the alter-ego of
her cousin Edith) who ran-
kled Archie and put him
down regularly.

“The Bill Cosby Show”

debuted Sept. 20, 1984,
and lasted through 1992. It
is also frequently in syndi-
cation.

Cosby’s show was the
first to display a successful
African American family
that lived a middle class
life. It was more subtle
than “All in the Family” but
equally as effective for
what it taught about equal-
ity and opportunity.

Cosby played an obste-
trician-gynecologist. His
wife, portrayed by Phylicia
Ayers Rashad, was an
attorney. The couple raised
four children, prominently
featured in the show. It was
filled with humor and won-
derful lessons in life. And,
it was clean and
respectable — G-rated.

The show thrust the
Huxtable family into
national prominence as
role models for not only
African Americans but all
Americans.

Cosby, holder of a doc-
torate in education, has
become a national icon for
strong principles, achieve-
ment and living a produc-
tive life.

“All in the Family” and
“The Bill Cosby Show” are
great milestones in this
nation’s growth in humani-
ty and in combating big-
otry, prejudice and racism.

Willis Webb is a retired
community newspaper
editor-publisher. He can
be reached by email at
wwebb@uildblue.net.
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Think Prom
Think...

Gawns

200 N. 15th Street, Suite 4
Southland Center

903.874.3377

M-F 11 am to 7 pm, Sat 11 am to 5 pm, Sun 1 pm to 4 pm

Galase

Corsicana

Please Join
Fairfield Nursing & Rehab on
Friday, February 19, 10 am to 2 pm
at InCommons Bank in Fairfield
for

* FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS
* FREE BLOOD SUGAR SCREENINGS

Please feel free to call Susan York, Admissions
& Marketing Director, at 903-389-1236, if you
should have any questions!

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
“CARING IS OUR CALLING”
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-IELD TIRE

“PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE FAIRFIELD EAGLES”

24 Hour Mobile
Road Service

*Specializing in Truck &
Farm Tractor Tires

*Minor Truck Repairs

Call us, we’ll come to you!

903-389-6164

We accept Cash, Credit Cards & Check with identification.

Plans continue for
motorcycle rodeo

Relay for Life hosts Ride
for the Cure! motorcycle
rodeo April 24 in Fairfield.

The event will feature a
fun run and skill events,
with hamburgers, hot dogs,
nachos, drinks and more
available.

Bicycle events will be
available for children
under age 18, and adults
must accompany the chil-
dren.

Camping space is avail-
able.

Set from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m., the rodeo will be held
at the Moody Reunion
Grounds in Fairfield, and is
sponsored by Relay for Life
of Fairfield, area fundrais-
er for the American Cancer
Society.

C o nt a c t
Ride4Cure@gmail.com for
more information.

Before | Get “Seniler” by giiwhitson

Modern Movies

The movies can’t escape
public scorn. She wants
popcorn and he wants
porn.

Another Bad Sign

If you take her out to
dine and she orders a jug of
wine.

Lonesome Ain’t the

Word

I miss you, Dear. I need
you back for just an hour.
There is something grow-
ing in the shower.

Indian Casinos

Indian no longer take
scalps. Now the scalper
take pale face’s wampum
from “um”.

Democracy at Work

While Obama was mak-
ing healthcare speeches,
the insurance lobby was
quietly doling out cam-
paign money.

TV Fine Print

It is too small for me to
see it, and there is not
enough time to read it.

But it raised my con-
cern. There must be some-
thing that they don’t want
me to learn.

Dew VFD sells
chili Saturday

Dew Volunteer Fire
Department’s annual chili
dinner is Saturday and will
be held at the Dew elemen-
tary school cafeteria.

Chili will be ready at 4
p-m. and will be sold until
it is gone.

RFL chili
lunch Friday

A chili lunch will be on
sale Friday at the Fairfield
Conference Center, with
proceeds benefiting Relay
for Life of Fairfield.

Chili will be served 11
am. to 1:30 p.m. with a
bowl costing $5 and refills
costing $3.
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SPRING PEN SALE

Sat., February 27 » 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Fairfield, Texas, at the Fairgrounds
Offering Does, Bucks & Wethers
Eor more information, coniac -

Fred at 903-38B8-8B528 or clwyeri@gmail.com
or Gary at 903-390-7780
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METAL

Sawyer Metal manufactures metal roofing, metal
building kits & metal building components!

* Red Iron

* Full line of Metal Components
* Insulation « Walk Doors
* Fasteners ¢ Skylights

« Custom Trim Available Up to 20’

REJECT SHEETING - MIXED COLORS
RANDOM SIZES - $1.00/linear ft.

BUY DIRECT AND SAVE MONEY!!

And More!

903.729.3005

Manufacturing American Quality - with Texas Pride
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm ¢« Home Office Located in Tyler TX
1422 E. Palestine Ave. ¢ Palestine, TX 75801
www.sawyermetal.com
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